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PETER O’CONNOR — CONDOLENCE 
Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.54 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the passing of someone who is 
nothing short of an absolute legend in the High Wycombe community. Mr Peter O’Connor passed on 15 May 
this year and has left a gaping hole in the community. He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Gerry, and his 
children, Paul, Jason, Dylan, Sascha and Ben. 

Peter was a famed pharmacist in High Wycombe. By famed, I mean he seemed to know everybody. He was 
known by everyone because he was an old-time pharmacist. He practised his trade in a way that many people 
mourn for today; he took the time to know his clients and he assisted them in countless ways beyond his call of 
duty. 

My memory of Peter goes back to the 1970s when he and my father were friends. I recall the two of them 
lounging in the backyard discussing all matter of things, including the politics of the day. Indeed, Peter is central 
to one of my first political memories—that of an old gas lantern hanging at the High Wycombe Primary School 
as polling extended to 8.00 pm. Peter and my father were handing out how-to-vote cards for the Liberal Party in 
the 1977 federal election. I recall thinking that one would have to be mad to do something like that! 

Peter was also involved in the local footy club and the schools his kids attended and was one of the busiest 
justices of the peace in the suburb. Our community is very much poorer for his loss but vastly richer for 
everything he contributed. My condolences go out to his family and his staff.  
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